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Introduction
Relations between Italy and the United Kingdom (UK) have traditionally been very intense, and the positions taken by the UK on European affairs have often proved of crucial importance for Italy. It is reported, for instance, that the role played and the support provided by the UK was decisive in the campaign for the unification of Italy. During Garibaldi's Spedizione dei Mille i , British watercrafts were moored into the harbour of Marsala to deter Bourbon ships and to monitor the progress of the Italian revolutionary's military operations. At times, however, the relationship between the two countries has been more complex. Indeed, the link between part of the British political establishment and the Italian fascist regime was more intricate and subtle than one would expect. The Duce was very popular in the UK during the 1920s and then future British Prime Minister Winston Churchill was reported to have said: 'If I had been an Italian I am sure that I should have been wholeheartedly with you [Mussolini] from start to finish in your triumphant struggle against the bestial appetites and passions of Leninism' (quoted in Villari 1956: 43) . Of course, there have also been moments of tension between both nations.
In 1985 while holding the Presidency of the European Council, Italy's prime minister, Bettino Craxi, decided to launch an intergovernmental conference to reform the Treaty of Rome. The initiative met with the fierce opposition of British prime minister Margaret Thatcher (Dinan 2005: 107-108) .
Despite past tensions, cooperation between both countries is clearly well-established nowadays. Pontignano, near Siena, where politicians, diplomats, businessmen, academics and other opinionmakers from both countries convene and debate for three days. Overall, the relations between Italy and the UK are embedded in a very dense network of multilateral institutions, including all the major international organizations. Even cooperation in defence matters is intense and advanced both within and outside the EU framework. In terms of both countries economic ties, the relationship can be considered quite solid as well. The volume of trade between Italy and the UK has grown steadily over the past ten years. However, among Italy's major trading partners, the UK still ranks well behind France and Germany. For the UK, Italy ranks even lower, ninth to be precise, behind not only Germany ii This article analyses British perceptions of Italy, Italian politics and Italy's role on the international stage. Can Italy be considered a major power within the European regional sub-system? How does Italy exercise its influence and power? These questions are particularly relevant given Italy's fear of being excluded from restricted, formal or informal, circles where decisions are taken and power is exercised.
Every time the leaders of France, the UK and Germany have gathered to discuss EU affairs, Italy has reacted with resentment and criticism and warned against any attempt to create a 'core group' or directoire to run Europe (Hill 2004: 147) , especially one that does not include Italy itself (Gegout 2002) . In this respect, investigating the expectations and perceptions of Italy held by British elites and society appears to be particularly important.
The article is organized in four sections. The first examines the debates as well as written answers, In most cases, however, Italy was mentioned in a purely factual manner. 
Frames and Sub-Frames
This section examines the types of frame within which Italy or Italian policies are mentioned.
As shown in Table 2 , a review of the 109 mentions reveals that political frames (47 mentions) prevail over the social (33) and economic (29) 
The Press

This section examines British media coverage of Italy by two major newspapers, The Times-Sunday
Times and The Guardian, associated respectively with the Conservatives and with Labour.
The analysis covers the periods ranging from 1 July -31 December 2002 and 1 July -31 December 2006 and was carried out through a Lexis-Nexis search of articles containing the words 'Italy' and/or 'Italian'. As shown in Table 4 , the search yielded 9742 articles, over two thirds of them (69.3%) in The Times. Only 730 articles however were retained for this analysis, i.e. those in which Italy was mentioned in a value-laden context.
viii Table 4 Number of newspaper articles containing the terms 'Italy' or 'Italian' Before moving to the analysis of the images of Italy contained in the British press, it should be pointed out that a comparison with the results generated by a similar search conducted for other countries reveals that Italy ranks fourth in terms of coverage by The Guardian and The Times, well behind the US, Germany and France, but still ahead of Spain. In order to offer a more accurate evaluation of British media perceptions of Italy, the 730 articles retained were classified according to the positive, neutral or negative connotation of their references.
Not surprisingly, given that newspapers (and especially the British ones) have a factual approach, the context of the great majority of the relevant articles (89%) was neutral, and their tone was on the whole dispassionate (see Figure 5 ). . Not surprisingly, playing "the role of catalyst and facilitator" in order to produce "political energy around a particular issue", accepting international responsibilities and revealing "some degree of entrepreneurial and/or technical leadership" are characteristics inextricably linked to many definitions of a 'middle power' (Cooper 1997: 9; Chapnik 2000) . On the other hand, the number of negative mentions was quite significantly high in comparison to the positive ones, reaching the total number of sixty-one articles. One recurrent negative images (5 mentions) concerned the Italian commitment, or lack thereof, to the ISAF mission in Afghanistan. In this case, Italy was criticised for the same reasons the Lebanon campaign was lauded: a reluctance to deploy military force and to assume responsibilities in that context. Both the conduct of the Italian government and that of Italian troops on the ground were stigmatised. Italy however was not alone.
Germany and France were also subject to the same harsh scrutiny. As stated by The Guardian, these states, 'have sent troops to Afghanistan not to fight, but to play out a charade of solidarity ... If the West fails, a heavy responsibility will rest with Germany, France and Italy, which pretended to be willing to contribute yet refused to act with conviction ' (11 September 2006) . The Times' criticism was only marginally milder: 'NATO is beset by problems of its own. On paper its forces may look strong, but the Analysing the primary frames xii and sub-frames more in detail, more information can be provided. As shown in Table 5 , the most recurrent one is that of the EU: in the 138 cases wherein Italy was mentioned, it was done so in relation to the social (3), economic (57) and political (78) aspects of the EU. The European dimension is thus very relevant, and strictly connected with Italian politics and policies. Indeed, almost one time out of five in which an article on Italy appears in the British press, the context is that of the EU. Moreover, Italy's activities within EU institutions are also monitored (63 articles). Within the political frame, Italian foreign policy received, more or less, the same amount of attention as domestic politics. The fifth most frequent political sub-frame (9,3% of all articles) Within the economic frame, 136 articles (corresponding to 18.6% of the total) were devoted to the Italian 'private sector', particularly the activities and difficulties of Fiat, Alitalia, Telecom and ENI.
More articles on these themes appeared in The Times than in The Guardian (108 vs. 28). The remaining articles within the economic frame deal with the 'public sector' and economic policies and depict a consistently negative image of the Italian economy. The list of faults ranges from excessive state intervention and protectionist tendencies (52 articles) to the amount of public debt (44 articles) and from the absence of structural reforms (17 articles) to the low growth rate (14 articles). Finally, the social frame received the least amount of attention. Most of the articles within this frame covered religion, immigration, and crime issues whereas both educational and environmental policies surprisingly received little or no attention. the UK are described as good, the nature of their cooperation was often considered to be feeble and resting on short-term common interests and strategies. For instance, Anglo-Italian initiatives launched in the defence field (e.g. a joint document on European defence and security presented in October 1991, a plan for setting military convergence criteria for the ESDP in 1999) were built around the common willingness to mediate between EU and NATO demands (Foradori and Rosa 2007) rather than on a similar reading of international politics. This is considered to be one of the reasons why an AngloItalian alliance to counterbalance the Franco-German one within the EU has never really materialised.
Furthermore, one of the main weaknesses the interviewees found in Italian foreign policy is its political vulnerability and lack of reliability. The uncertain political situation, the unwillingness to participate fully in military operations (with the exception of Lebanon), and the reluctance to respect international commitments are all factors mentioned as major British concerns. All these elements hamper opportunities for Italian cooperation with other international partners as well as its potential autonomous action on the international stage. As a result, also because of the constant lack of resources, Italy is often seen as unable to play a major role internationally or within the EU. Italy, however, is seen as a potential 'major soft power' because of the strength of its culture and perceived neutrality, especially in the Mediterranean area and in the Arab world.
Conclusion
This article offered a portrait of The concept of 'middle power' is highly ambiguous and several approaches have been suggested to define its role (Chapnik 1999) . For the purposes of this article, the term is used with essentially a hierarchical flavour: 'middle power' is a relative concept, and the aim of the paper is to assess, quantitatively and qualitatively, the importance that British politics and society attach to Italian policies and politics. In other words, this paper analysis whether Italy is considered by the British parliament, government and press as a major, middle or minor European power when compared to other countries. vi For instance, Mr. O'Neill, Labour Party, reports (Hansard, HoC, 18 November 2002) that 'low interest rates ought to be an incentive to businesses to borrow to invest, but sadly ... we are not investing ... France, Germany and Italy, with which we must compete and catch up, are still committing more to investment than us '. vii In a discussion on people trafficking in the House of Lords (Hansard, 2 November 2006) , the Earl of Sandwich stated: 'My Lords, does the Minister agree that the Italian Government are much more experienced … in protecting those victims of trafficking who need a period of reflection when they are arrested?'. See also Hansard (HoL, 23 July 2002 , 11 July 2006 and 19 December 2006 . viii Also excluded were articles dealing with tourism, Italian cuisine and restaurants, sports, arts, exhibitions, and fashion. ix Here are some examples: 'Undoubtedly, the pace of reform in … Italy is too slow' (The Times, 17 November 2002,); 'One only has to remember the tale of Telecom Italia -in which Pirelli took effective control of the company without ever paying for a majority of the shares -to remember the pyramid structures that make governance in Italy a joke' ( The Guardian, 23 December 2002); 'What Italy needs today is competition, privatisation of grossly inefficient state-sponsored utilities, deregulation of the financial system and changes in labour laws. Such reforms can be hard to implement even in a booming economy. In a stagnant or declining one, they will become impossible' (The Times, 27 October 2006). x '[Italian] public finances are in such a parlous state that commentators are openly pondering whether Italy might have to leave the euro-zone and resolve its problems through devaluation' (The Guardian, 21 September 2006). The Times also pointed out that Italy managed to bring its debt within the prescribed limits to enter the euro 'only by using accounting tricks ' (22 October 2002) and 'with the help of some creative accounting by the Government's number-crunchers" (23 December 2002). xi 'In Britain, they [entrepreneurs] find the doors open. In France, Italy and elsewhere, this is often not the case ... Abertis's troubles [a Spanish construction-to-services company which attempted to buy the Italian partner Autostrade] reflect a growing belief among Spanish firms that Italy is a waste of time, requiring them to send lawyers to fight political foes rather than concentrate on new businesses' (The Guardian, 13 December 2006).
xii
In terms of frames, 360 articles were devoted to political issues, 248 to economic matters and the remaining 122 to the social domain. The interviewees included four scholars (experts in foreign and security policy), two people from the FCO, two MPs and one Trade Union official.
